
Major Arcana 5: The Hierophant
Symbol Meaning Upright Keywords Reversed Keywords

2 Pillars

•Upholding

• Supporting

• Encompassing Of A Concept

• Left And Right Columns Of The Kabbalistic Tree Of 

Life, And So The Figure Represents The Central Pillar 
Of Equilibrium


•Decoration On Pillar May Look Like An Acorn, A 
Pinecone, Or Even A Woman’s Uterus (Suggesting 
That The Hierophant Protects The ‘Feminine’ Secrets 
Of The High Priestess)


• Law And Liberty, Or Obedience And Disobedience

General  
• Society 

•Organization 

•Rules 

• Systems

• Institution Of Teaching & Learning

• Teacher 

• Student 

•Classes 

•Big Company 

•Old-Fashioned Person 

• Strong Moral Beliefs

•Morality 

• Preaching 


Work & Finances 
• Traditional Organization With Fixed Systems And 

Processes

• Follow The Rules And You Will Achieve Success

•Do Not Stray From The Middle Path / Rules Laid 

Down If You Wish To Be Successful


Relationships 
• Traditional Person

• Traditional Marriage / Arranged Marriage

•Conventional Relationship

• A Relationship That Follows The Dictates / Rules 

Of Society


Spiritual  
• Following Traditional Methods / Paths / Rules Will 

Lead You Towards Discovering Your Spiritual Base 
/ Values / Systems Of Belief


Advice & Guidance 
• Follow The Systems / Rules / Traditions In Order 

To Achieve Your Goals 

• Listen To The Rules Set Down By The 

Organization / Society In Order To Fit In / Make It 

• Lack Of Rules And / Or Moral Structure

• Informal Place Of Teaching & Learning

•Outside Of Societal Rules & Structures

• Person With Modern Belief System

• Loose +/ Easy Going Moral System

• Preaching False Morality 


Work & Finances 
• Stepping Away From Traditional Ways

•Creating Non-Traditional Methods / Systems / 

Processes

•Breaking The Rules / Moving Away From The 

‘Normal’ Path May Cause Success / Failure


Relationships 
•Non-Traditional Person

•Non-Traditional Marriage / Love Marriage

•Unconventional Relationship / Live-In Relationship

• A Relationship That Does Not Fit In With The 

Norms Of Society


Spiritual  
•Deviating From The Set Rules / Paths / Systems 

May Help You Hone In On Your True Spiritual Base 
/ Values / Systems


• You Need To Return To The Traditional Ways To 
Rediscover Your Spiritual Foundation


Advice & Guidance 
•Break Out Of The Mold — Follow Your Heart / 

Bliss Even If It Does Not Fit In With The Typical 
Ideas Of How Things Should Be 


•Create Your Own Rules / Traditions / Structures 
That Work For You 


• You Need To Stop Breaking The Rules — 
Traditions Exist For A Reason 

Triple Crown
•Crown = Authority, Highest Express Of Personal Self

• Triple Crown = Rulership Over 3 Worlds Of Body, 

Mind, Spirit

Triple Cross / Papal Cross
• Indicates An Ecclesiastical Rank Higher Than The 

Archbishop 

•Rulership Over 3 Worlds Of Body, Mind, Spirit

3 Nails In Crown •Christ’s Passion And Sacrifice

Sign Of Benediction With 
Right Hand

• Esoteric Ecclesiastical Sign

•Distinguishes Between Manifest And Concealed Part 

Of Doctrine, The Known And The Unknown

Red Robes (Paired With White 
Robes)

• Alchemical Colors

•Conjunction Or Sublimation Of Opposites (Coniunctio 

Solis Et Lunae) ~ The Invisible Quintessence

Sashes With 3 Vertical 
Crosses

•Worn In Golden Dawn & Masonic Rituals

• Indicate Completion Of The 3 Basic Initiations 

(Apprentice, Fellow Craft, And Master)

Keys By Feet •Keys To Wisdom

•Keys To Outer And Inner Ways

Tonsure (Hair Cut) Of Disciples

•Hair Cut Usually Of A Monk Or A Priest

• Part Of Preparation For Joining A Religious Order

• Sign Of Religious Devotion Or Humility

•Distancing Oneself From Vanity About One’s Beauty

Roses On Shirt Of Disciple •Occult Initiate

Lilies On Shirt Of Disciple •Mystic Initiate
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7 of Cups
Symbol Meaning Upright Keywords Reversed Keywords

Man In Shadows •Man In Doubt 

• Fearful Man 

General 
•Confronting One’s Many Dreams / Desires / Ambitions

•Confronting Inner Fears About Being Able To Reach One’s 

Goals

• Illusions 

•Clouded Visions Of Reality

• Imagination 

• Fantasy 

•Need To Choose From Among Several Available Options


Work & Finances 
•Choose From The Many Paths That May Take You To 

Different Goals 

•Doubtful / Unclear About What Choices To Make 

•Having Dreams & Aspirations, But Afraid If One Is Able To 

Achieve Them 

•Diving Into Your Fantasy World For Inspiration 

• You Are Shown A Dream / Vision Which May Not Be Real / 

True


Relationships 
•Unable To Decide Which Type Of Partner One Is Looking For 

•Unable To Choose The Right Partner Due To Being Caught 

Up With One’s Unclear Fantasies Of The Perfect Partner 

•Unable To Find & Focus On A Common Goal With Partner


Spiritual  
• There Are So Many Different Pathways That Will Take You 

Towards Spiritual Growth & Enlightenment & Each Path 
Looks / Feels /  Sounds Good, So You Are Unable To Decide 
Which Path To Take And Spend Time Just Looking At Various 
Options Instead Of Doing The Actual Spiritual Work


Advice & Guidance 
•  You Have Options — Now All You Have To Do Is Make A 

Choice 

•Do Not Fear Your Own Desires / Ambitions — Go Forth & 

Chase Your Dreams 

• You Are Chasing Illusions — You Need To Get Real / Be More 

Practical In Your Approach 

General 
•Running Away From / Accepting One’s Many Dreams / 

Desires / Ambitions

•Dealing With Inner Fears About Being Able To Reach Inner 

Goals

• Illusions Cleared 

• Focusing On Reality 

• Stop Dreaming, Get Real 

•Choosing A Path


Work & Finances 
•Making A Choice About Path To Take Towards Chosen Goal 

•Getting Clear About What To Choose 

• Shaking Off The Fears To Pursue One’s Dreams & Goals 

•Unable To Rely On The Fantasy World To Provide One With 

Inspiration 

• You Do Not Fall Fall A Sham Vision Of The Future, & Focus 

On The  Present Reality


Relationships 
• Able To Decide The Type Of Partner One Is Looking For 

• Able To Narrow Down One’s Choice For The Right Partner By 

Being Realistic 

• Finding A Common Goal / Ground With One’s Partner


Spiritual  
•Deciding Upon The Spiritual Pathway To Take Towards 

Spiritual Growth & Enlightenment


Advice & Guidance 
•Now That You Have Chosen Your Path, Go Ahead & Chase 

Your Dreams To Fruition 

•Get Comfortable With Your Dreams, Desires, & Ambitions — 

They Are Not Going Away Anytime Soon 

•Make Real, Practical Plans To Achieve Your Goals — You 

Can Do It! 

Clouds With Seven Cups Floating In 
Them

• Imagination 

• Visions

•Dreams 

• Fantasy

Seven Cups

•Unattainable & Unrealistic Dreams 
& Desires 


• Symbols Of The Gifts & Tests To 
Be Handed During This Life 


• Vanity, Fame, Ego, Illusion, 
Jealousy, Frivolity & Glamour

Cup With Castle • Safety, Sanctuary, Home, Family 
Cup With Jewels •Wealth, Riches 

Cup With Laurel Wreath • Success 

•Glory

Cup With Dragon 
•Bravery 

• Adventure 

• Power 

Cup With Snake • Long Life 

• Sexuality 

Cup With A Radiant Hidden Figure 
•Occult / Secret Knowledge 

• Spiritual Knowledge / Wisdom 

• Veiled Mystery 

Cup With A Person’s Head
•Mind / Power Of The Mind / 

Mental Abilities 

• Self 
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Page of Pentacles

Earth of Earth

Symbol Meaning Upright Keywords Reversed Keywords
Lush Meadow In The 
Background

• The Land (Life) Is Fertile For Growth 

• Fruition / Manifestation Of Ideas Has Already Started

Personality Traits 
• Studious. Sincere. Genuine.

• Loves Nature / Plants / Greens.

• Industrious. Hard Working.

•Money Making Ideas. Money Minded. Healthy Appreciation 

Of Material Things.

•Health Conscious. 

•Messages Of Income / Material Benefits.


General 
• Student / Apprentice 

• Studious Approach To Everything

•Good Test Scores

•Beginner  

• Practical

• Sincere 

• Idealistic 

•Confident 

• Focused


Work & Finances 
•Messages About Money / Contracts / Financials 

•Money Intuition Is Spot-On 

• Small Income


Relationships 
• Practical Approach To Relationship 

•Dedicated To Relationship 

•Money-Based Approach To Relationship


Spiritual  
• Sharing Knowledge With Others 

• Practical Approach To Spirituality


Advice & Guidance 
• Start Slow

• Take A Practical Stance 

•Be Down-To-Earth 

Personality Traits 
• Lacking Sincerity / Studiousness / Genuineness.

•Disinterested In Nature / Plants.

• Lazy. Procrastinating.

•Money Scammer. 

• Indulging In Food / Drink / Drugs.

•Delay In Income / Material Benefits.


General 
• Student / Apprentice Not Paying Attention 

•Haphazard Approach 

•Unable To Score Well In Tests 

•Confused Beginner 

• Impractical 

•Not Sincere 

• Loss Of Idealism 

•Not Confident 

•Unfocused


Work & Finances 
•Delays / Hurdles In Messages Of Money / Contracts / 

Financials 

•Not Feeling Very Intuitive About Money Issues 

• Small Expense / Loss


Relationships 
• Impractical Approach To Relationship 

•Not So Dedicated In Relationship 

• Letting-Go Of Money-Based Approach To Relationship


Spiritual  
•Not Sharing / Providing Misleading Knowledge 

• Impractical / Materialistic Approach To Spirituality


Advice & Guidance 
•Need For A Practical, Down-To-Earth Approach 

• Take Things Slow 

•Do Not Become Too Focused On Material Aspects 

Holding Up Pentacle •He Is Ready To Start Manifesting Ideas Into Reality 
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